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31 May 1946 %
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

PROVISION FOR COORDINATING THE
ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

Memoranduw by the Dirvector of Central Intelligence

1. By letter to the Director of Central Intelligence dated ¥

Mareh 1946, Mr. Alfred McCormack stated:-

“ﬁuring the war there was in existehce an Inter-
departmontal Committee on the Acquisition of Foreign Publi-
catlions, to which the Research and Anelysis Branch of 0.85.8,
contributed a seoretariat., This arfangement has been con-
tinued with the transfer of the R and A Branch to the Depart-
ment of State. Dr. Luther Evans, Librarian of Congross, hes
propgoscd that such & committse bp put on & permsnent basis as
& part of the inter-departmental structure of the Centrgl
Intolilgence Croup. The Debartmént of State ég‘ orts the
principlce of inter-departmental cooréinatian ﬁfaihe procure-

ment of library materials-—--—--—-

2. The nwroblem posed by this letier w&s discusged with Dr.
Luther B. Evans, Librarian of Congress, and with other persons
concerncd, by o represontative of the Director of Central Intel-
ligencc, -

3. Altcr consideration of all testimony, the enclosed and
appended -Opers have been prepared as & basils for action in this

mattcr.

k. It is therefore recommended that the Intelligence Advisory
Beard concur in the submittel of the Enclosure for consideration
by the Huticnal IntelTIgence Authorlty, .

‘ STH S Kasley/ T/ 7345~

, 3IDNEY ¥W. "S0UER3
Lt 2P Director
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ENCLOSURE

DRAFT

RATIONAL INTETLIGENCE AUTHORITY Ce e

PROVISION FPOR COORDINATING THE
ACQUISITION OF FOREICHN PUBLICATIONS

Roeport by the Directopr of Central Intelligence
¥ith the unanimous concurrence ol Lhc
Intelligence Adviaory Board

L. It has been suggested by the Librarian of Congress tﬁat an
Inter—depnrtméntal Committee on the Acquisition of Forelgn Publi-
cations, such as that which existed during the war, should be
established on a permanent basis. The Department of State sup-
ports the principle embodied in this suggestion,

2. The matter was laid before the Diresctor by letter of
Mr, Alfred McCormack, dated 4 March, 1946, S

3. after consideration of all evidence assembled in thercaée,
the Dircotor of Central Intelligence ccncludes that:-

a. The continuation, on & permanent baais, of an 1n£ef- _
departmental committee to coordinate the acquisition of foreign
publications for the use of governm?nt agencles in nhecessary
in the interest of econoﬁy and efficlency. .

b. The materials collected as a result of the committee's
activitics will contain much information needed, for the produc-
tien of intelligence related to the nationsl security. There-
fore, the N.I.A. should assume responsibllity in the matter,

c. The organiration of the commitiee on a permanent basis,
should be arranged for by the Director of Central Intelliéencc.
The Dg;artment of State should azdminister the Committee and
continue to furaish the Secretariat Since the Committee will
deal largely with matters of 1ibrary technigues, the Librarian
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of Congreés would he an sppropriate chaifman; and he has, 1n
fact, cxpressed his willingness to accept such position.
Discusslion upon which these conclusions are based in

containcd in Enclosure "B" (Appendix "BY hereto).

k., The cnelosed dyaft N.T.A. Dlrective has been prepared to
provide the means for carrying out the recommendations based upoh
the abouve conclusions. Tt has been unanimbusly concurred in by
the Dircetor of Central Intelligence and the Intelligence Advisory
Board, which Included the Librarian of Congress and the Director
of thc Fedoral Bureau of Inyestigation in this case;“ -

5. It is recommended that the National Intelligence Authority
approve the draft directive in Enclosure "A" (Appendix "a4" heretol

o
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APPENDIX "A"
DRAFT -

PROFPOSED N.I.A. DIRECTIVE

PROVISION FOR COORDINATING THE
ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

Paragraph 1 of the letter from the Presideht, dated 22
January 1946, designated this Authority as responsible for plan-
ning, develoning, and coordinating the Federal forsign Iintelli- 7
gence cetivities so as to assure the most -effectlve accomplish-
ment of the intellligence mission related to the national ;ecurity.
3ince the nass of foreign publlications required by the various
Fedsral opgencies, as féferenseé usefulnin theiconduct of thelyr 7
business, contains motter of value as Intelligence information
reloted to tho national security, the following policies and.
Procedures relating to the acquisition of foreign publications,
are znnouncod: T R

1. & [crmanent Inter-departmental Committec on the Acquisition
of Foreign rublications.is hereby éstablished as & subordinaie
agency of the National Intelligencs Authority. The Department of
State will administer the committee and furnish the Secretariat
therefor, o -

2. The Director of Central Intelligence will invite the
Libraricn of Congress to accept the Chalrmanship of the Committes
and will scnd invitatlions for membership on the Committee to rop-
resentativos of all Federal agencies interested in the acquial-
tion of fureign publications for the copduct of their business.

3. The Cummittee will have duties and responsibilities es
Follows:-

2. Tc coordinate cooperative acquisition ;;7betwaan and

amcng the several dg?artmants and agencles, The scope of this

coordination shall includé%the establishment of cgreed policles
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and wroccdures for the maintenance of comprehensive collec~
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tions of librery meterlals, in appropriaste locations, the

ropid interchange and lean of such materials, and the distri-
bution of bibliographical information. These coordinating
responsibilities are distincet from and therefore will not
interferc with the usual responsibllities of individual agen- -
¢les for the maintenmance of working collections of library
materials necessary to the transaction of thelr business.

b. To originate recommendations to the several departments
and agencies concerning the development of their libraries
Wwithin o framework of over-all Federal acquisitions, such
recummcndations to be designed to make available to this
Government, with minimum duplicetion, all foreign 1ibrary
matorials necessary to the conduct of the public business.

&+ Tv criginate rcecommendctions to the Department of State
on matters of breoad policy coonected with-the procurement of
forsign library materials through the Foreign Service, in 80
far cs they pertain o servicing the acquisitions needs of
the PFederal Establishment as & whole, |

4. To reviev requisitions on the State Department procure-
ment facilities whenever it is necessary to determine whether
said requisitions are consistent with the Committes's compre-

hensive aequlsitions program.

4. Thc Director of Central Intelligence will deslgnate a rep-

resentative to act with the Committee as the Vice~Chalrman and to |

be resicnsible for ensuring that the Committes’s activities make
adequate Trovision for the Securing of Intelligence information

related t the national security,

o
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DISCUSSION _ L -

1. Immecdictely prior to and during the war, the Coordinantor
of Infurmation and later the Office-ﬁf Stratégic Bervices fur-
nished the Secretariat of an Interdepartmental Commities on the

ﬁ%cqu151ti0n of Foreign Publications. That Secrstariat was_§55§5~
over, under proper suthority, by thé State Deparitment, ae a part
3 of the lescarch and Anslysis Branch of ¢.3.8,, and still func-
tions undor the Speclal Assistant to the Secretery of State for

Researcn ‘and Intelligence.,

2. The primary concern of such parts of this existing and con-
tinuing Committee as are within the departments whose heads Gon-
stltute the N.I.4,, Is foreign publicetions having possible intol;m
ligence informetion welue in connecticn with the intq;ligence

missicn concorned with the national security.

3. Other Peoderal agencies, not primoarily concerned with intel-
ligencc buaring on the national security, are also interested in
the zcquisition of foreign publications. Some twenty-one {21) -
Federal agencios have shown an interest in the matier snd mani-
fested that intorest by sending repreosentoatives to meetings hedld
in the office of the Librarian of Congress on 7 September and 25
October 1945, These meetings considered the coérdination of the
procurcment cffort but had neither formal authority nor power to

act.

4. The procurement of desired forelgn publications for the
intcrested agencles 1s accomplished in large méasuro by the State
Departmont through its missions abroad. Payment for publications

is madc teo State by the agency Pfor which publications are procured.

S
5. Certain Forelgn Servige Officers (eleven at last report) arc

about to gu 993 to the most important forelgn publishing centers
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with tho sole duty of organizing the acqulsition service and
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propering bibliographical indices of available ﬁublications.

6. The Librerian of Congress, Dr. Luther B. Evans, feels that
the problem of coordinating the Acquisition of Forelgn Publica-
tlcons is o technleal library matter. The Director of Central
Intclligence coneurs substentially in that view, although im-

portant matiers of policy are also involved.

7. Dr. Lvans submitted to the Secretary of Btaté, on 26
-Octobor 1945, an outline of the coordinating commitiee which he
feels con govern properly the acquisition of foreign pub;ica-
ticns., The yesults of Dr. Evans! Ftudy are inbofparated in the

recormendations made herewlth.

8. Thc interest of N,I.A, in the problem is due to i1ts con-
tinuing rusponsibility for coordinating the collection of intel~
ligence information bearing upon the natlonal security, and the
fact thot some of thé publications acquired will have velue in
that connection. Therefore, this is an undertaking which can
be most efficlently initiated and organized by N.I.A. action.



